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About the Course Developers

Luta Pleiss is a software trainer for the United States District Court for the District of Nebraska.  She has worked for the court since 1999, and is one of the founding members of the court’s Automation Trainers’ Community of Practice. Prior to working for the court, Luta taught high school mathematics and computer science courses at the Kansas School for the Deaf.  Luta holds a Bachelor’s degree in Secondary Education, Deaf Education, and Mathematics from Augustana College in Sioux Falls, SD and a Master in Organizational Leadership from the College of Saint Mary in Omaha, NE.  
David Nuffer was appointed as a United States Magistrate Judge in 1995.  For seven and one-half years, he was a part time judge, part time lawyer and was appointed as a full time judge January 17, 2003.  He practiced law 25 years in St. George Utah after graduating from the J. Reuben Clark Law School at Brigham Young University.  While in private practice, he was a managing partner with a law firm that grew from 2 lawyers to 25.  From 2001 to 2007, he taught law practice management at Brigham Young University's J. Reuben Clark Law School where he now teaches alternative dispute resolution.  Since 1990 he has been a frequent lecturer on technology and legal issues.  He maintains archives for a listserv for U.S. Magistrate Judges, a web page of court-related technology resources and a blog regarding CM/ECF, the federal court electronic filing system.  He also serves on the Utah State Civil Procedure Rules Advisory Committee and the United States Magistrate Judges Advisory Committee.  During his years as a lawyer, he was a member and Chair of the Utah Judicial Conduct Commission and a commissioner and president of the Utah State Bar.  He regularly participates in continuing legal education presentations and has presented to judges, lawyers and law students in Brazil in 2002 and, with The Leavitt Institute, to law professors and law students in Ukraine in 2007.  
The lesson content was developed in conjunction with and in response to the Judges Information Technology initiative in the US Courts.  Many of these modules were first developed for presentation to judges.  Those lessons and others have been refined by the addition of course objectives, audio direction, addition of a simulation phase of each lesson to require student skill demonstration, and integration into a “course” format to ensure that discrete skills meld into a comprehensive process competency.  
ICS Learning Group, Severna Park, Maryland, was the lesson developer and hosts the LMS and web site where the lessons are found.
