DUCivR 26-2 STANDARD PROTECTIVE ORDER AND STAYS OF DEPOSITIONS

Reporter’s Note: The proposed amendment would facilitate the discovery process by ensuring that discovery can

continue in the absence of a case-specific protective order by providing a standard protective order.

(a) Standard Protective Order

The court has increasingly observed that discovery in civil litigation is being unnecessarily delayed by the parties
arguing and/or litigating over the form of a protective order. In order to prevent such delay and “to secure the just,
speedy, and inexpensive determination of every action,” the court finds that good cause exists to provide a rule to

address this issue and hereby adopted this rule entering a 'Standard Protective Order.’

(1 This rule shall apply in every case involving the disclosure of any information designated as confidential.
Except as otherwise ordered, it shall not be a legitimate ground for objecting to or refusing to produce
information or documents in response to an opposing party’s discovery request ( e. g. interrogatory,
document request, request for admissions, deposition question ) or declining to provide information
otherwise required to be disclosed pursuant to Fed.R. Civ. P. 26 (a)(1) that the discovery request or
disclosure requirement is premature because a protective order has not been entered by the court. Unless
the court enters a different protective order, pursuant to stipulation or motion, the Standard Protective Order
in Appendix XV hereto shall govern and discovery under the Standard Protective Order shall proceed. The
Standard Protective Order is effective by virtue of this rule and need not be entered in the docket of the

specific case.

(2) Any party or person who believes that substantive rights are being impacted by application of the rule may

immediately seek relief.

(b) Motion for Protective Order and Stay of Deposition

A party or a witness may stay a properly noticed oral deposition by filing a motion for a protective order or other relief
by the third business day after service of the notice of deposition. The deposition will be stayed until the motion is

determined. Motions filed after the third business day will not result in an automatic stay.



