
Which Judge should hear this motion?

Is it a scheduling matter? 

Who conducted prior scheduling? 

Return to 
District Judge 

Dispositive Motion 
Date passed? 

Is the case referred to a 
Magistrate Judge? 

Yes, referral under 
636 (b)(1)(A) 

Yes, referral under 
636 (b)(1)(B) 

Is the matter dispositive (as defined 
in 28 U.S.C. 636 (b)(1)) or 
intimately* related to trial? 

“Intimately related to trial” 
includes motions to continue, 
motions in limine, Markman 
and Daubert hearings 

District Judge Magistrate Judge 

Return to Magistrate 
Judge 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

District Judge 

No 

No 

Yes 

Magistrate Judge 
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