UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 57 DEC 39 o
FOR THE DISTRICT OF UTAH 99FH 3: 58

GENERAL ORDER

To clear up any existing ambiguity as to authority and procedure in misdemeanor cases,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that:

(1) The full-time Magistrate Judges of this Court are authorized and specially designated
by the Court pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3401 to try persons accused of, and to sentence persons
convicted of, all misdemeanors originating in this District or transferred to this District, and to do
so in accordance with the applicable rules of criminal procedure;

(2) Newly filed misdemeanor cases unrelated to a pending case assigned to a District
Judge and authorized and designated for trial by Magistrate Judges pursuant to paragraph 1
above are to be assigned in an alternating sequence.

(3) The full-time Magistrate Judges shall agree among themselves as to which of the
Magistrate Judges shall have primary responsibility to handle cases which arise on military
enclaves and if they are unable to do so, the matter will be resolved by the Chief Judge.

(4) 1If a named Defendant elects to have his case heard by a District Judge pursuant to 18
U.S.C. § 3401 (b), then the Clerk shall treat that election as commencing a new case and shall
randomly reassign the case in accordance with the Court’s random assignment program;

(5) If a case is heard and decided by a Magistrate Judge, and an appeal filed with the




District Court, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3502, that appeal must be randomly assigned; and
(6) Part-time Magistrate Judges, on invitation of the Chief Judge, may sit from time to
time to assist full-time Magistrate Judges and to sit in place of a randomly assigned full-time
Magistrate Judge; and when a part-time Magistrate | udge does so, he is authorized and specially
designated to act in all such misdemeanor cases as if he were a full-time Magistrate Judge.
DATED this 27 day of December, 1999.

BY THE COURT:
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